Standing Tall for Jesus (part 2)
When the world tries to bring you down
When someone decides to stand for the Lord, the devil is not happy, he becomes angry and does everything in his power to destroy that person. He will give you such a hard time that you’ll feel like the whole world is turning against you. This is why the title of the second part of this message is “when the world tries to bring you down.”

Writer Jamie McKenzie wrote this poem 
In honor of Martin Luther King
Some kings rule their kingdoms sitting down
Surrounded by luxury, soft cushions and fans
But this King stood strong
stood proud
stood tall
When the driver told Rosa
"Move to the back of the bus!"
When the waiter told students
"We don't serve your kind!"
When the Mayor told voters
"Your vote don't count!"
And when the sheriff told marchers
"Get off our streets!"
using fire hoses, police dogs and cattle prods
to move them along
This King stood strong
stood proud
stood tall
Speaking of peace
of love
and children
hand in hand
free at last
free at last
When some yelled for violence
For angry revenge
An eye for an eye
And a tooth for a tooth
He stood his ground
Preaching peace
And when some spit out hate
He stood there smiling
Spreading love
Until it rolled like the sea across the land
Sweeping away Jim Crow
Breaking down the walls
Ringing the bell
Joyfully
For Freedom
Until
Standing on the mountain top
They shot him
Coldly
Hoping to see him fall
Hoping to put him away
To bring him low
But this King
even in death
even today
stands strong
stands proud
stands tall
And we remember
Goliath was waiting for the champion of Israel in the valley of Elah. No one from the 12 tribes of Israel dared go down the valley of Elah because they were scared. They didn’t have what it takes to stand for the Lord, and the devil was happy. When David stood for God and decided to go down the valley to slay Goliath, the devil got scared. But if there’s one quality in the devil it is that he never gives up. So he decided to prevent David from going down the valley of Elah. He sets some temptations and roadblocks in front of him.

1- Let’s read the first one. 1Samuel 17:28-30 
28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.”

 29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as before.

David’s older brother Eliab was the first temptation the devil put in front of David to stop him. He started to tell David that he was a bad man, a wicked one, an irresponsible, an ignorant, someone who worth nothing. When you want to do something great for the Lord; people, especially your family members, friends, colleagues, and church members will come to you to tell you that you are crazy, that you are stupid. They will start bringing your past to remind you how bad you were. They will try to put you down. But don’t get discourage, don’t stop. Get up and do the work that the Lord asks you to do. 
2- The second roadblock is found in the next verses: 33- 39
 33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”

 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”

   Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”

 38 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head.39 David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them.

Saul said to David, “I see that you are brave but You are not ready. So I am gonna prepare you for the fight.” And Saul put his own armor on David and started giving him some tips on how to fight. But David removed Saul’s armor and said, “I cannot walk with these.” Pay attention, there’s a deep lesson here especially for our young people. God didn’t want David to wear the armor because He didn’t want him to look like the other soldiers. Young people you can’t represent God in this world while looking like the young people of this world. You can’t stand for the Lord, when you are talking like everybody else. You can’t stand for the Lord, when you are acting like everybody else. You can’t stand for the Lord, when you are listening, watching, smoking, loving like everybody else. You have to be different. If we want to stand for the Lord we got to let go of our worldly manners and attitudes. We need to look like children of God.
3- The last roadblock let’s read verse 43 and 44. 
43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”
Goliath tried to intimidate David. The Bible said that Goliath was a champion, trained to fight since he was a kid, tall, strong, wearing a very strong armor, and had the best weapons. He tried to intimidate David. But David wasn’t scared because he was well protected. David had the very best armor on himself, and armor that nobody can make or buy. David had in his waist the belt of truth, David had on his chest the breastplate of righteousness, David shod his feet with the gospel of peace. David had the shield of faith. David was wearing the helmet of Salvation, and he had the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. David was well dress and ready for battle.
Let me tell you something, David didn’t kill Goliath with a rock, he kill him with the name of the Lord. David wrote in psalm 118:10-12 “ All the nations surrounded me, 
   but in the name of the LORD I cut them down. 
11 They surrounded me on every side,
   but in the name of the LORD I cut them down. 
12 They swarmed around me like bees, 
   but they were consumed as quickly as burning thorns; 
   in the name of the LORD I cut them down. “
In the name of the Lord we will prevail. Nobody can stand the name of the Lord. “Every knee shall bow at the name of Jesus.” The world can be against you, but they will fall just like Goliath if you face it in the name of the Jesus. When you stand for the Lord, the world will try to bring you down. But in the name of Jesus, we will cut it off.
Appeal:

Who here has decided to stand for Jesus?

